
744 Motooka, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka
819-0395 Japan

Fax. No. : +81-92-802-5407

CSPACSPA
Comparative Studies of

 Politics and Administration
 in Asia

2021
Kyushu University 

Graduate School of Law



CONTENTS

1. About Kyushu University

2. Dean's Welcome

3. Conceptual Structure of the CSPA Program

4. CSPA Program
* Why study at the CSPA?
* Program

* Term and Degree
* Double Degree Opportunity
* EU DIPLOMA
* Ph.D. Option
* Financial Aid
* Japanese Language Course

5. Faculty

6. Alumni Voices

7. Admission
* Eligibility
* Tuition Fees
* Application Procedure

8. Alumni Network

9. Facilities and Services
* Library
* Technology
* Health Care
* Supporters
* International Student Center
* Inquiries

1 2



CONTENTS

1. About Kyushu University

2. Dean's Welcome

3. Conceptual Structure of the CSPA Program

4. CSPA Program
* Why study at the CSPA?
* Program

* Term and Degree
* Double Degree Opportunity
* EU DIPLOMA
* Ph.D. Option
* Financial Aid
* Japanese Language Course

5. Faculty

6. Alumni Voices

7. Admission
* Eligibility
* Tuition Fees
* Application Procedure

8. Alumni Network

9. Facilities and Services
* Library
* Technology
* Health Care
* Supporters
* International Student Center
* Inquiries

1 2



3 4

Kyushu University

Faculty of Law

Kyushu University celebrates its centennial in 2011 since its foundation as an Imperial University in 1911.  During  
these years, the university went through several fundamental reforms as Japan's higher education system had been 
reformed: the introduction of a new educational format after the World War II, and the reorganization of national 
universities to University Corporations in 2004.

Kyushu University has always been one of the leading universities in Japan consisting of 12 faculties, and 
Interdisciplinary Graduate School and various kinds of well-rounded research institutes and facilities. In 2009, it was 
chosen by the Japanese government as one of the 13 core universities for extended international education. At 
present, there are more than 2,300 international students from over 100 countries.  The total number of students 
amounts to 18,619, while the faculty members number 2,074.

The faculty of law, since its establishment in 1924, has been a center of excellence for legal and political education in 
the Kyushu region. Its graduates, amounting to 17,083, have been active in the fields of judicature, governmental 
services, businesses, journalism as well as research and education. A separate professional law school was 
established in 2006 in accordance to the reform of the national legal education system.  

The faculty launched its two Master courses entirely managed in English firstly LL.M in 1995, then Comparative 
Studies of Politics and Administration in Asia (CSPA) in 1999.
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Dean's Welcome

Professor KUMANO Naoki 
Dean, Graduate School of Law 
Kyushu University

In our increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world, young professionals are 

in Asia (CSPA) program offered by the Faculty of Law at Kyushu University is a pioneering step 
in the study for resolving pressing contemporary issues in Asia. 

at Kyushu University are specifically designed to offer students the necessary skills and 
knowledge to meet the challenges of a global world.  With the professors having a wide range 

 leaders.

As Dean of the Faculty of Law, I have been fortunate to oversee the remarkable progress in 

ersity.
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Why study at the CSPA?

managed and how policies are formulated. This is the study of governance.  The CSPA will provide you with a framework and

changing world that we live in.

Program
Term and Degree

The program consists of two years study, each year with two semesters, beginning in October. A student with
outstanding performance may finish the course in 1 year. The program will confer upon those who successfully complete

Course offered in 2016-2017
・
・
・
・Local Governance and Capacity Building
・Energy and Environmental Policy in Contemporary World
・

Double Degree Opportunity
The Faculty of Law has signed a Double Degree Agreement with Master of European Studies Programme (MAES) of
Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium. The CSPA students have an opportunity to apply for the Double Degree
Programme. In this programme, two Master degrees may be obtained in two years of enrolment in the CSPA: Master of
Laws from Kyushu University, and Master of European Studies from Catholic University of Leuven. 

EU DIPLOMA
All students registered on a graduate program at Kyushu University are eligible to take the EU Graduate Diploma offered
by the KYUSHU UNIVERSITY EU Centre.

Further details are available at: 

Subject to separate University admission requirements, students with fluency in Japanese language may choose to

Financial Aid
Several studentships or bursaries may be available for those wh

Japanese Language Course

・Border Studies in the Asian Context
・
・
・
・
・Thesis Workshop

Faculty
Why study at the CSPA?

managed and how policies are formulated. This is the study of governance.  The CSPA will provide you with a framework and 

changing world that we live in.

Program

Term and Degree

Double Degree Opportunity

EU DIPLOMA

Financial Aid

Japanese Language Course

Faculty

Associate Prof. Jiro Hasumi

(2008).

Prof. Nobuo Okawara

A Study of ‘Forms’ in
 (ed. Sekiguchi, 2009) in Japanese.

Prof. Serghei Golunov
His main research interests focus on a wide range of Border Studies’ issues (primarily on

ag 2014).

Prof. Kaoru Izumi

n mass media.

Assistant Prof. Edward  Boyle

Prof. Hong Pyo Lee Program Director
His main academic interest is in contemporary East Asian intern

Asian Regionalism: Issues and Visions (2016). 
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The program consists of two years study, each year with two semesters, beginning in October. A student with 
outstanding performance may finish the course in 1 year. The program will confer upon those who successfully complete 
all course requirements a degree of Master of Laws. Successful completion of the program includes both the coursework 
and submission of a masters thesis reflecting a deep understanding of issues involved in comparative studies of politics 
and administration in Asia.

The Faculty of Law has signed a Double Degree Agreement with Master of European Studies Programme (MAES) of 
Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium.  The CSPA students have an opportunity to apply for the Double Degree 
Programme.  In this programme, two Master degrees may be obtained in two years of enrolment in the CSPA: Master of 
Laws from Kyushu University, and Master of European Studies from Catholic University of Leuven.

Further details of Master of European Studies:  Transnational and Global Perspectives at:
http://www.onderwijsaanbod.kuleuven.be/2018/ opleidingen/e/CQ_50310754.htm#activetab=profiel

All students registered on a graduate program at Kyushu University are eligible to take the EU Graduate Diploma offered 
by the KYUSHU UNIVERSITY EU Centre.

Further details are available at:  http://eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/

Subject to separate University admission requirements, students with fluency in Japanese language may choose to 
continue their education in pursuit of a PhD degree.

International students may participate in the Japanese Language Course offered as extra-curriculum activities at the 
International Student Center with no extra charge.

Several studentships or bursaries may be available for those who are admitted to the program.

Prof. Kaoru Izumi      Program Director
He is a specialist in Korean Politics, specially in the field of democratization and the power 
structure.  On top of the academic activities, he is also active in mass media.

Associate Prof. Robert Lindner
He is a political scientist and sociologist with a particular interest in international relations,
energy and environmental governance, and sustainable development theory. Current 
research interests include low-carbon technology transfer and energy system transition in 
developing states, and the socio-environmental impacts of renewable energy technologies 
across the supply chain.

Associate Prof. Jiro Hasumi
He is a political philosopher with particular interest in the theories of citizenship and 
education policy. He was awarded his PhD from University of Cambridge for his thesis entitled 
“A Critical Examination of the Aims of Political Education as a Constituent Part of Citizenship 
Education: With Particular Reference to the Contemporary Policies of England and Japan” 
(2008).

Associate Prof. Toru Oga
He is an Associate Professor in International Politics. His research interests include 
international relations, East Asian regionalism, and human rights regimes. He is the author of 
numerous articles in International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, Malaysian Journal of 
International Relations, Interdisciplinary Information Sciences, and so on.

Assistant Prof. Edward  Boyle
He currently researches borders and borderland spaces in Japan and Northeast India, as well 
as in Asia more broadly, and examines issues relating to maps and representation, scalar 
governance, territoriality, connectivity, migration, infrastructures, memory, heritage, and 
history. His work intersects with political science, geography, history, and scholarship on 
international relations. He holds a BA from the School of Oriental and African Studies in 
London and an MA and PhD from Hokkaido University.
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Nargiza Juraboeva (CSPA, 2001-2002, Uzbekistan)
UNDP Regional Coordinator

I have very much enjoyed my year at CSPA. The 

year programme. It offered a variety of subjects 
and I have warm memories of lecturers who used 
to teach me back in 2001-2002. I have especially 

I believe that for a one-year programme that included the 

We received tremendous support from the faculty on all 

made themselves fully available for advice on coursework 

floor has always been dear to me – it is one of the main 
places that keep the programme running. 

Without doubts, my year at CSPA has greatly contributed to 
my career path. It helped me start up with an internship in 

home country. I have now been working for the United 

exposure to different cultures and ability to understand and 
respect people from various backgrounds. CSPA is a place 
that offers such diversity, along with many other brilliant 
things that are so special about living in Japan.

Dr. Abdul Karim (CSPA 2002-2004, Bangladesh)
Joint Director, Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development 
(BARD)

on CSPA in the Kyushu University where I 
have come to meet a team of scholars 
during  the study.  I  have real ly been 
immensely enriched through the way of 

teaching provided us. It was indeed self-development, 

suitable human resource for the development of the society.

Bangladesh. Recently, one study report, 'Service Delivery and 
Good Governance: A Micro Level Study' has been published, 
in which I have adopted the  framework that was 
taught in the Kyushu Univ. The report is highly appraised and 
widely cove in one of
Star). I am also organ ising tra ining courses as well as 

of Kyudai have helped me to a great extent. I have been 
definitely benefited to build my career having studied in 
Japan.

Life in Kyudai was very comfortable. My family and myself 

during our stay in Japan. We like to be there once again!

Alumni Voices

Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia

the CSPA program at Kyushu University back in
2006, I was nervous because it was a new study

excited about the opportunity to study this new

the programs and the professors were easy to follow and
each session was conducted in an enjoyable manner. I
enjoyed the discussions in class, fuelled by the excellence of
the professors and enriched with the valuable insight derived

The course also provided lectures by guest professors and

frame and understand the CSPA program as a whole.

During my studies, I had the chance to experience the
wonderful city of Fukuoka. The city has a more relaxed feel

There is definitely a friendly atmosphere in Fukuoka city, and
it is easy to feel the culture and get acquainted with both the

welcome different points of view, cultures, and customs,

Carlo Kreuger (CSPA 2012-2014, The Netherlands)
Lawson, INC., Japan

I first heard about the CSPA in 2010 when I
was an exchange student at  Kyushu
University. Having already fallen in love with
Fukuoka and Kyushu University, I was eager
to come back for my master's degree.

During my bachelor's degree in Japan Studies I specialized in

Kyushu University when I joined the CSPA in 2012 was like a
dream come true.

Since day one the CSPA faculty and associated staff have been

tremendously helpful in overcoming whatever obstacles we
were facing with our studies or privately. During this two-year 
period I have come to know them to be more than just my
professors, I have come to see them as my friends.

As for the program, the CSPA provides a large variety of

themselves broadly and find a subject closest to their liking.
Moreover, with students coming from all over the world, the

discussions in the classroom, exposing you to many points of

open-minded and with a deeper understanding of the world.

I also tremendously enjoyed the workshops that the CSPA held

living circumstances compared to Japan, but also provided us
with a unique view into the academic workings of these
countries.

environment, allowing you to challenge yourself both
academically as well as personally. Moreover, it enables you to

great memories and new friends. It has greatly benefited me,
as it is thanks to the CSPA that I had the freedom and capability
to start a career at a large Japanese company.9 10

Afghanistan 3 (1)
Australia 2
Bangladesh 14 
Belgium 5
Canada 1
China 5 (2)
Colombia 1
Comoro 1
Gabon/French 1
Germany            (1)
Guatemala  3
Iceland  1

Indonesia 8
Japan 1 (2)
Korea 2 (2)
Kyrgyzstan 7
Laos 1
Mexico 1 (2)
Mongolia 4
Nepal 1
Netherlands 1
Norway 1
Pakistan 1 
Peru (1)

Philippines 4
Roumania (1)
Russia 3
Spain 1
Sri Lanka 1
Thailand 6 (2)
UK 2
USA 3 (1)
Uzbekistan 15
Vietnam 2 

(current students)

Alumni in total counts 102 persons from 31 countries between 1999-2017
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exposure to different cultures and ability to understand and
respect people from various backgrounds. CSPA is a place
that offers such diversity, along with many other brilliant
things that are so special about living in Japan.

Abdul Karim (CSPA 2002-2004, Bangladesh)
Deputy Director, Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development 
(BARD)
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Alumni voices Carlo Kreuger (CSPA 2012-2014, The Netherlands)
Senior Associate, State Street Trust and Banking Co., Ltd.

I first heard about the CSPA in 2010 when I
was an exchange student at  Kyushu
University. Having already fallen in love with 
Fukuoka and Kyushu University, I was eager 
to come back for my master's degree. 

During my bachelor's degree in Japan Studies I specialized in 

Kyushu University when I joined the CSPA in 2012 was like a 
dream come true.

Since day one the CSPA faculty and associated staff have been 

tremendously helpful in overcoming whatever obstacles we 
were facing with our studies or privately. During this two-year 
period I have come to know them to be more than just my 
professors, I have come to see them as my friends. 

As for the program, the CSPA provides a large variety of 

themselves broadly and find a subject closest to their liking. 
Moreover, with students coming from all over the world, the 
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living circumstances compared to Japan, but also provided us 
with a unique view into the academic workings of these 
countries.
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academically as well as personally. Moreover, it enables you to 

great memories and new friends. It has greatly benefited me, 
as it is thanks to the CSPA that I had the freedom and capability 
to start a career at a large Japanese company.

/
public policy

The two years for which I studied in the 
CSPA Program was one of the most 
precious experiences in my life. I've been 
keen on studying regionalism in East Asia. 
Although regionalism has been promoted 
by political factors as well as economic 

motivation, I had had no opportunities to learn the political 
dynamics of the region in my undergraduate days. I was, 
therefore, very excited to learn in the CSPA program. Every 
course provided by great professors inspired me to get a deep 
understanding of what is going on in East Asia.

In the rich diversity of the CSPA students, I feel that not only 
my academic skills but also my personality as a global citizen 
has developed. Sharing our thoughts and ideas with students 
from all over the world enables me to expand my sights. It 
also has told me that there are tons of things I am to know 
about the world. Even if I couldn’t fully understand what I 
face, knowing that I didn’t know is, I believe, much better than 
I don’t know that I don’t know. I think those experiences made
me able to work as a journalist of Kyodo News in Japan.

Kyushu University, where I spent my seven years, is filled with 
my memory of youth. Now Fukuoka is my second hometown!

INOUE, Hinako (CSPA 2017-2020, Japan)
Kyodo News
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As for the program, the CSPA provides a large variety of

themselves broadly and find a subject closest to their liking.
Moreover, with students coming from all over the world, the

discussions in the classroom, exposing you to many points of

open-minded and with a deeper understanding of the world.

I also tremendously enjoyed the workshops that the CSPA held

living circumstances compared to Japan, but also provided us
with a unique view into the academic workings of these
countries.

environment, allowing you to challenge yourself both
academically as well as personally. Moreover, it enables you to

great memories and new friends. It has greatly benefited me,
as it is thanks to the CSPA that I had the freedom and capability
to start a career at a large Japanese company.9 10
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Nargiza Juraboeva (CSPA, 2001-2002, Uzbekistan)
UNDP Regional Coordinator
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Deputy Director, Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development 
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have come to meet a team of scholars
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immensely enriched through the way of

teaching provided us. It was indeed self-development,

suitable human resource for the development of the society.

Bangladesh. Recently, one study report, 'Service Delivery and
Good Governance: A Micro Level Study' has been published,
in which I have adopted the  framework that was
taught in the Kyushu Univ. The report is highly appraised and
widely cove in one of
Star). I am also organ ising tra ining courses as well as

of Kyudai have helped me to a great extent. I have been
definitely benefited to build my career having studied in
Japan.

Life in Kyudai was very comfortable. My family and myself

during our stay in Japan. We like to be there once again!

Alumni voices Carlo Kreuger (CSPA 2012-2014, The Netherlands)
Senior Associate, State Street Trust and Banking Co., Ltd.
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dream come true.
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were facing with our studies or privately. During this two-year 
period I have come to know them to be more than just my 
professors, I have come to see them as my friends. 

As for the program, the CSPA provides a large variety of 

themselves broadly and find a subject closest to their liking. 
Moreover, with students coming from all over the world, the 

discussions in the classroom, exposing you to many points of 

open-minded and with a deeper understanding of the world. 

I also tremendously enjoyed the workshops that the CSPA held 

living circumstances compared to Japan, but also provided us 
with a unique view into the academic workings of these 
countries. 

environment, allowing you to challenge yourself both 
academically as well as personally. Moreover, it enables you to 

great memories and new friends. It has greatly benefited me, 
as it is thanks to the CSPA that I had the freedom and capability 
to start a career at a large Japanese company.

/
public policy

The two years for which I studied in the 
CSPA Program was one of the most 
precious experiences in my life. I've been 
keen on studying regionalism in East Asia. 
Although regionalism has been promoted 
by political factors as well as economic 

motivation, I had had no opportunities to learn the political 
dynamics of the region in my undergraduate days. I was, 
therefore, very excited to learn in the CSPA program. Every 
course provided by great professors inspired me to get a deep 
understanding of what is going on in East Asia.

In the rich diversity of the CSPA students, I feel that not only 
my academic skills but also my personality as a global citizen 
has developed. Sharing our thoughts and ideas with students 
from all over the world enables me to expand my sights. It
also has told me that there are tons of things I am to know 
about the world. Even if I couldn’t fully understand what I 
face, knowing that I didn’t know is, I believe, much better than 
I don’t know that I don’t know. I think those experiences made 
me able to work as a journalist of Kyodo News in Japan.

Kyushu University, where I spent my seven years, is filled with 
my memory of youth. Now Fukuoka is my second hometown!

INOUE, Hinako (CSPA 2017-2020, Japan)
Kyodo News
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Alumni Network
Alumni in total counts 118 persons from 33countries between 1999-2020

Facilities and Services

Library

graduate students.

Technology

School of Law are given access to the CSPA Study Room, which contains the network hubs for laptops. Students are also given
 both English and Japanese e-journals and materials.

Health Care

costs are covered by insurance. Students are free to choose their health care provider.

Supporters

提供　福岡市

13

List of Joint Workshops held since 2013

de Manila University in Fukuoka. (February, 2013) 

Hanoi, Vietnam (June, 2013)

University in Beijing, China. (December, 2013) 

Philippines. (February, 2014)

5. ‘Development Experience and Local Governance in East Asia: Issues and Visions’
with Yonsei University, in Wonju and Seoul, Korea. (December, 2014)

and Human Security’ with Ateneo de Manila University in Fukuoka. (February,
2015)

University in Beijing, China. (June, 2015)

8. ‘Security, Sustainability and the State in a Changing Asia’ with Ateneo de Manila
University in Manila, Philippines (February, 2016)

Prosperity’ with Renmin University in Fukuoka (June, 2016)

(November, 2016)

Future’ with Renmin University in Beijing, China (June, 2017)

12. ‘Development and Governance in East Asia: New Issues and Challenges Ahead’

Facilities and Services

Library

Technology

Health Care

Supporters

提供　福岡市

14

Iceland 1
Afghanistan 4(1)

Uzbekistan 15 Russia 3
Kyrgyzstan 7 Mongolia 4

China 8(2)

Japan 3(1)

Korea 4
Laos 1
Philippines 4

Bangladesh 14
Sri Lanka 1

Nepal 1

Thailand 8

Indonesia 8(1)

Vietnam 2

England 2
Belgium 5

USA 4

Canada 1

Mexico 3

Guatemala 3

Colombia 1

Peru 1

Gabon / French 1

Comoro 1

Pakistan 1

Australia 2

Germany 1

Spain 1

Norway 1

Netherlands 1

※ (current students)

The Central Library of Kyushu University houses one of the largest collections in Japan with over 2,450,000 volumes. It is particu-
larly well known for its collection of international and foreign-language materials including e-journals, and provides an excellent 
research resource for all graduate students. The students can also access to other 6 libraries of the university.

Kyushu University provides wireless access throughout the campus. International students enrolled on a program at the Graduate 
School of Law are given access to the CSPA Study Room, which contains the network hubs for laptops. Students are also given 
access to an extensive selection of on-line databases containing both English and Japanese e-journals and materials.

All international students are obliged to join a national health insurance scheme. For a nominal monthly charge, 70% of health 
costs are covered by insurance. Students are free to choose their health care provider.

All international students enrolled in a course at the Graduate School of Law will be provided with a supporter to assist with 
various practical matters upon arriving in Japan. This service will include accompanying the student to their accommodation, 
helping in opening a bank account & registering at the Ward Office, and other practical assistance. The supporter service 
ensures that adjusting to life in Japan goes smoothly for all incoming international students.

With over 2,300 international students from over 100 countries, Kyushu University has a diverse and international student body. 
The International Students Center serves as a resource providing a range of services from Japanese language classes, immigration 
advice to counseling. For more information, please see:
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